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BLUEGRASS ADD RECEIVES TRANSPORTATION AWARD

The Bluegrass Area Development District has received the
2007 Excellence in Regional Transportation Award from the
National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) for
the Bluegrass Monopoly project prioritization process.

NADO is a Washington, DC-based association that promotes
programs and policies that strengthen local governments,
communities and economies through regional cooperation,
program delivery and comprehensive strategies. The
association’s Excellence in Regional Transportation Awards
program recognizes organizations for noteworthy projects and
practices in rural and small metropolitan transportation planning,
program delivery and special initiatives. Award winners were
showcased during the 2007 National Rural Transportation Peer
Learning Conference, September 26 — 28 in Chattanooga,
Tennessee.

According to NADO President Leanne Mazer, Executive
Director of the Tri-County Council for Western Maryland in
Cumberland, Maryland, “The Excellence in Regional
Transportation Awards showcase the significant effect of
transportation programs and projects like Bluegrass Monopoly,
which are key to promoting integrated and efficient
transportation systems that foster economic growth in our
nation’s regions and communities.”

For more information about the award winning project,
contact Bruce Duncan at the Bluegrass Area Development District
at (859) 269-8021.

INTER-UTILITY MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR 2008

The staff of the Bluegrass Water Management Council is
planning to replicate the 2006-2007 series of inter-utility meetings
on a multi-county basis. The quarterly Council meetings simply
do not allow sufficient time to develop and explore the local
issues that utilities struggle with on a daily basis.

The half-day meetings will be broken into two sessions. The
first session will focus on water related topics, such as:
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e  Water supply plans and problems
e Water treatment plant adequacy, needs, problems

* Water distribution and storage adequacy, needs,
problems

* Rateissues

¢ Permit compliance issues

* Serving unserved and underserved areas

® Opportunities for connectivity

e (Capital improvement plans

* Maintenance and management of aging infrastructure
* Mapping updates

® Project profile reviews from KIA database

The second session will focus on wastewater related topics,
such as:

* Wastewater treatment plant adequacy, needs, problems
e Wastewater collection issues, problems, plans

* Rate issues, adequacy

¢ Permit compliance issues

® Serving unserved and underserved areas

¢ Opportunities for connectivity and regionalization

* Mapping updates

® Project profile reviews from KIA database

Last year these meetings were held in three-county clusters,
and some of the meetings were pressed to end on time. This year,
to allow more time, most of the meetings will be held in two-
county clusters. The following list of meetings, dates and
locations is proposed for the 2008 schedule:

Group Date Location
Estill-Powell January 17" Whittaker Bank

Building in Stanton

Harrison-Nicholas-Bourbon February 7*"  Paris City Hall

Boyle-Garrard-Lincoln February 28" Lancaster City Hall

Anderson-Mercer-Woodford March 13* Stratton Center in
Lawrenceburg

Franklin-Scott April 10* Frankfort Plant Board
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Fayette-Jessamine May 1* Bluegrass ADD
Conference Room

Clark-Madison May 22n¢ EEOC building in
Richmond

For more information about these upcoming meetings, please
contact David Duttlinger at the ADD office.

LocaL OMBUDSMAN RECEIVES NATIONAL HONOR

Kathy Gannoe, Executive Director of the Nursing Home
Ombudsman Agency (NHOA), has been awarded the Howard
Hines Memorial Award by the National Citizens” Coalition for
Nursing Home Reform (NCCNHR). This award honors an
individual who has effectively advocated for long-term care
residents on the local level. Each year this national organization
presents awards to seven individuals who have impacted long-
term care in unique and powerful ways, influencing policies,
procedures and day-to-day experiences of residents.

The Howard Hines Memorial Award was officially presented
to Kathy Gannoe at the NCCNHR annual meeting on October 23,
in Arlington, Virginia. Ms. Gannoe has been working for more
than 23 years to improve the quality of care for residents of long-
term care as District Ombudsman and Executive Director of
NHOA.

ReGioNAL WATER SurpPLY EFFORTS TAKE FORWARD

STEP WITH PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION HEARING

The attempt to deal decisively and soon with the regional
water supply problem moved ahead in November. On
November 19, the Bluegrass Water Supply Commission (BWSC)
approved an agreement with the Kentucky American Water
Company (KAWC) that spelled out the terms and conditions
under which BWSC could purchase 20 percent equity ownership
in water supply projects planned by KAWC. The agreement
specifies three options for BWSC financial participation in the
projects, one of which must be acted upon by April 1, 2008 or else
the agreement is no longer in force.

Construction bids were received by KAWC in mid-November
on a new Kentucky River Pool 3 water treatment plant, water
pumping and water storage facilities, and a 30-mile long 42-inch
diameter potable water transmission line connecting the planned
water treatment plant with KAWC’s Fayette County water
distribution system

Meanwhile, Kentucky American’s “Certificate of Need” case
was heard by the Kentucky Public Service Commission in a
multi-day public hearing that began on the Monday following
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Thanksgiving. The hearing focused upon whether or not
KAWC'’s plans to supplement the regional water supply were in
the public interest. Conceptual plans for a competing proposal
were also explored by the Public Service Commission during the
public hearing. The BWSC and KAWC jointly contend that the
Pool 3 concept is the plan that has the lower lifetime cost and is in
the best financial interests of the water customers to be benefited.

Members of the BWSC include: Berea, Cynthiana, Frankfort,
Georgetown, Lancaster, Lexington-Fayette, Mt. Sterling,
Nicholasville, Paris, and Winchester. The issue of a supplemental
water source for Central Kentucky has been discussed for more
than 30 years. While the region’s population has nearly doubled
during that period, very little has been done to expand the local
or regional water supply.

The Bluegrass ADD Board of Directors became involved in
June of this year when it endorsed the effort and resolved that the
proposed BWSC-KAWC water supply project was the single
most important effort that needed to be addressed within the
Area Development District at this time.

For more information on water supply issues or the Bluegrass
Water Supply Commission, contact BWSC General Manager Don
Hassall at (859) 269-8021.

EsTiLL AND POWELL COUNTIES SEEK ADVENTURE

TourismM DOLLARS

In conjunction with the recently-released Eastern Kentucky
Comprehensive Adventure Tourism Plan, the Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC) made funds available to implement
various recommendations from the Plan. The ARC Flex-E Grant
is a mini-grant program that provides limited, short-term
assistance to counties that are designated “distressed” by ARC.
This year, the program was designed to help these communities
implement goals and actions noted in the adventure tourism
plan.

Of the eligible counties in the region, Estill and Powell each
submitted projects seeking funds to implement that Plan’s
recommendations. Estill County’s project would create a local
tourism development and marketing plan, which will help
identify particular projects that will guide them to success in the
adventure tourism effort throughout Eastern Kentucky. Powell
County, which completed a local tourism development and
marketing plan last year with assistance from the ARC Flex-E
program, sought funds for a wayfinding guide. Another
application was filed on behalf of Powell County to carry out a
leadership enhancement program. All projects are in line with
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the goals and recommendations from the Eastern Kentucky
Comprehensive Adventure Tourism Plan.

The ARC Flex-E Grant program typically funds up to $10,000
per project, but the cap may go up to $20,000 for projects with a
substantiated need. The program will finance up to 80% of the
total project cost, and the project sponsor must account for the
remaining 20%. The funding cycle ended October 31%, and award
announcements are anticipated within four weeks. For questions
about the adventure tourism plan or the ARC Flex-E grant
program, please contact Lora B. Littleton at the ADD. To view
the Eastern Kentucky Adventure Tourism Plan online, go to
http:/ /www kytourism.com/krta/adventure.htm.

BLUEGRASS AREA AGENCY ON AGING & INDEPENDENT
LiviNg LAUNCHES NEW INFORMATION & ASSISTANCE

LINE

The Aging and Disability Resource Center Program (ADRC)
is a collaborative effort of the Administration on Aging (AoA)
and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS),
designed to streamline access to long-term care. In Kentucky,
this program has the name Aging and Disabilities Resource
Markets, and is being marketed statewide by both the Division of
Aging and Independent Living (DAIL) and the Area Agencies on
Aging and Independent Living (AAA&IL). Both the DAIL and
the AAA&IL will operate toll-free resource and assistance
telephone lines to assist both consumers and caregivers.

The ADRC initiative supports state efforts to develop “one-
stop shop” programs at the community level that will help
people make informed decisions about their service and support
options and serve as the entry point to the long-term support
system. States are using ADRC funds to better coordinate and/
or redesign their existing systems of information, assistance and
access and are doing so by forming strong state and local
partnerships.

Kentucky Resource Market programs provide information
and assistance to individuals needing either public or private
resources, professionals seeking assistance on behalf of their
clients, and individuals planning for their future long-term care
needs. Resource Market programs can also serve as the entry
point to publicly administered long-term supports including
those funded under Medicaid, the Older Americans Act and
through state revenue.

The Bluegrass Area Agency on Aging and Independent
Living has formed an advisory council of individuals from
community and regional agencies and organizations experienced
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in delivering information and assistance services to consumer
callers. The advisory group has provided valuable perspective in
the hiring process devoted to staffing the ADRM, as well as
insight into some of the challenges the AAA&IL might face, and
some suggestions regarding the organization, operating policies,
and cooperative agreements needed to provide effective local
and regional I&A services.

SEATBELT SURVEY COMPLETED IN ADD

ADD transportation staff are annually asked to conduct a
county-by-county, District-wide seatbelt usage survey. This year
the survey was completed and submitted to the Department of
Transportation Safety on schedule for the October 31 deadline.
There were many improvements in seatbelt usage made
throughout the ADD, most notably in Estill County which has
seen a 21.1% increase in usage since 2004. The ADD as a whole
increased its usage by another 5.6 percentage points this year.
For the first time, all 17 counties went up in their usage rates and
everyone is now above 60%. To see how your county is doing,
see the chart below.

BrueGrAass ADD SEATBELT USAGE SURVEYS
% Usage % Usage % Usage Change

County 2007 2006 2004 since 2004
Anderson 68.9 57.7 47.1 21.8
Bourbon 65.9 62.2 47.7 18.2
Boyle 68.2 60.7 58.3 9.9
Clark 72.6 67.6 53.9 18.7
Estill 60.7 53.1 39.6 21.1
Fayette 79.0 75.0 67.0 12.0
Franklin 76.5 71.3 71.0 5.5
Garrard 62.3 52.5 56.2 6.1
Harrison 68.3 59.9 55.5 12.8
Jessamine 74.3 65.9 54.4 19.9
Lincoln 724 62.9 46.0 26.4
Madison 72.3 69.4 65.8 6.5
Mercer 66.8 60.6 52.7 14.1
Nicholas 63.3 50.6 45.2 18.1
Powell 71.7 64.6 53.1 18.6
Scott 69.1 60.8 66.4 2.7
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Woodford 75.0 70.6 67.6 7.4
ADD Wide 73.5 67.9 62.7 10.8

BLUEGRASS REGIONAL CiTiZEN CORPSs COUNCIL

HoNoRrs AWARD RECIPIENTS

At its meeting in October, the Bluegrass Regional Citizen
Corps Council recognized four award recipients for their
awareness efforts and contributions to Citizen Corps volunteer
programs within their communities.

The Citizen Corps Council, which operates as a
subcommittee of the Bluegrass Regional Homeland Security
Council, is responsible for creating and monitoring programs to
educate and make citizens aware of the dangers that could occur
in the region and preparing citizens and their families in the
event of a disaster. Efforts to increase awareness include
volunteer programs (Fire Corps, Medical Reserve Corps,
Volunteers in Police Services, Neighborhood Watch, and
Community Emergency Response Teams) that citizens can
become actively involved with in their communities.

Shelley Bendall, of Lexington-Fayette Urban County
Government’s Division of Environmental and Emergency
Management, earned the Community Emergency Response
Team (C.E.R.T.) Outstanding Leadership Award.

Jack Donovan accepted the award for Outstanding C.E.R.T.
on behalf of Scott County Emergency Management Agency /
Office of Homeland Security.

Sarah Cunliffe,
of the Woodford
County Health
Department,
received the award
for  Outstanding
Medical Reserve
Corps (M.R.C.). Ms.
Cunliffe also served
as the guest speaker
for the meeting and
spoke briefly on the
topic of leading a
successful Medical

Reserve COI‘pS Pictured fi left Ti B tt, LFUCG’s Public Safet

it ictured from left are Tim Bennett, s Public Safety
within the broader Commissioner; Laurel Wood, BGADD; Shelley Bendall,
scope of all LFUCG’s Preparedness Coordinator; and Rick Curtis,
volunteer programs  Administrative Officer of LFUCG's Department of Public
of the Citizen Corps ~ S#etv-

Program.
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